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2 UCLA Professors Believe ‘The Devil’s Staircase’ Could Explain Serial
Killers’ Behavior
February 27, 2012 11:15 PM

Filed Under: Andrei Chikaltio, Death, Jack the Ripper, Murder, Serial Killer, The Devil's Staircase, UCLA

LOS ANGELES (CBS) — UCLA professor Vwami Roychowdhury
and researcher Michal Simkin suggest that serial killers follow a strict
and predictable pattern of attacks. This pattern is driven by neurons
fired by the brain in a similar way to the neurons in the brains of
epileptics.

“If the brain operates similar to a seizure, waxes and wanes ebbs and
flows when it goes beyond a threshold, the urge becomes ‘Okay, I’ve
got to do something,'” Roychowdhury told KCAL9’s Serene Branson.

Rowchowdhury is not a psychologist or neurologist, but a
mathematician.  His new study – currently under review – argues a
serial killer’s pattern of murders seems to conform to a strict
mathematical formula known as “The Devil’s Staircase.”  The formula
shows that killers are more likely to strike directly after a murder and
the murder probability falls during long quiet periods.

They studied Russian killer Andrei Chikaltio who murdered 53 people
and Jack the Ripper whose slayings were broken up by long lulls. “If
a murder happens, chances of another shortly thereafter are high. If it
goes cold, it doesn’t mean the person is cured,” Simkin said.

The neural impulse to kill overwhelms the murderer even after the
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sedative effect of a killing, leading to a surge of murderous activity.
“Once that person gets a fix, he is sedated for a while but then the
urge comes back.”

The implications of the study could give police insight into a killer’s
habits and mind from this point forward.  In addition to predicting the
murderous streaks of serial killers, the professors say they are also
looking into applying “The Devil’s Staircase” formula to stock market
fluctuations.

Watch: MS Doesn’t Stop
Julie Roberts’ Life
(HealthiNation)

Why So Many Guys Are
Loving This Razor
(Harry's)

See 10 of the Frugal
Habits That Famous
Millionaires Have
(AARP)

5 Reasons You Should Stay Longer in Bed.
You Might Be Surprised (Abbott)

China holds memorial for victims of 1937
Nanjing Massacre (News)

No pain, no gain, for China steel sector
wallowing in glut (Business)

Inside Fracking: a rare look at the process
(The Bakersfield Californian)

Why Kelley Blue Book Loves These 10 Cars
of 2015 (Kelley Blue Book)

80’s Celebs That You Won’t Recognize
Today (BuzzBombed)

San Bernardino Shooter, Gun Buyer Linked
Through Marriage, Previous Plot

Murrieta Valley High School Teacher, 44,
Accused Of Sexual Relationship With Male
Student

Officials Offer $20K Reward For Suspect
Wanted In Norwalk Double Murder

Missing UCLA Student Found Dead In John
Muir Wilderness

San Bernardino Shooting Victim Reportedly
Received Death Threat Before He Was Killed

Orange County Woman Arrested On
Suspicion Of Abducting Her Twins

Baby
Dropped Off
At O.C. Fire
Station Still
Touching
Hearts Of
Firefighters

Man
Accused Of
Threatening
Neighbor
With Sword
Suspected
Of Being
'Radicalized
Muslim'

FBI, ATF
Divers
Resume
Searching
Lake In San
Bernardino
For Digital
Evidence

Please install the latest Adobe Flash
Player Plugin to watch this content.

https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/clk/297115370;122407865;f
http://www.scmp.com/news/china/society/article/1890579/china-holds-memorial-victims-1937-nanjing-massacre?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=outbrain&utm_campaign=Outbrain-US-China&utm_term=50069257
http://www.scmp.com/business/companies/article/1889257/no-pain-no-gain-china-steel-sector-wallowing-glut?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=outbrain&utm_campaign=Outbrain-US-chinabusiness&utm_term=50069565
http://www.bakersfield.com/news/2015/07/25/inside-fracking-chevron-offers-rare-look-at-controversial-practice.html
http://www.kbb.com?psid=99988&siomid=Outbrain||||||2000011756&RCMID=2000011756
http://buzzbombed.com/80s-celebs-that-you-wont-recognize-today/?utm_source=ob&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=ob_80scelebs&utm_term=1789170
http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/2015/12/10/san-bernardino-shooter-gun-buyer-linked-through-marriage-previous-plot/
http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/2015/12/05/murrieta-valley-high-school-teacher-44-accused-of-sexual-relationship-with-male-student/
http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/2015/12/09/officials-to-offer-20k-reward-for-suspect-wanted-in-norwalk-double-murder/
http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/2015/11/23/missing-ucla-student-found-dead-in-john-muir-wilderness/
http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/2015/12/03/san-bernardino-shooting-victim-reportedly-received-death-threat-before-he-was-killed/
http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/2015/12/12/orange-county-woman-arrested-on-suspicion-of-abducting-her-twins/
http://play.it
http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/category/sandwich-generation/


FOLLOW US

NEWS

Business
Consumer
Entertainment
Health
Investigative
Traffic

SPORTS

Angels
Chargers
Clippers
College
Dodgers

WATCH + LISTEN

Music
Video on Demand
Podcasts
Seen On TV
Only CBS

BEST OF

Arts & Culture
Shopping & Style
Food & Drink
Nightlife & Music
Family & Pets
Travel

CORPORATE

About Us
Advertise
Business Development
Contact Corporate
Mobile
Connect

©2015 CBS Local Media, a division of CBS Radio Inc. All rights
reserved.
Powered by WordPress.com VIP Privacy Policy Your California Privacy Rights Terms of Use Mobile User Agreement Ad

Choices EEO Reports Contact CBS2 Deals KCAL-TV Public File KCBS-TV Public File

By viewing our video content, you are accepting the terms of our Video Services Policy

http://losangeles.cbslocal.com
http://www.facebook.com/CBSLA
http://twitter.com/#!/CBSLA
http://www.youtube.com/cbsla
http://www.instagram.com/cbsla
http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/category/news/business/
http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/category/news/consumer/
http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/category/news/entertainment/
http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/category/news/health/
http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/category/news/investigative/
http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/category/traffic/
http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/category/sports/angels/
http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/category/sports/chargers/
http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/category/sports/clippers/
http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/category/sports/college/
http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/category/sports/dodgers/
http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/category/watch-listen/music/
http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/category/watch-listen/video-on-demand/
http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/category/watch-listen/podcasts/
http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/category/news/seen-on-tv/
http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/category/only-cbs/
http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/category/best-of/arts-culture/
http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/category/best-of/shopping-style/
http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/category/best-of/food-drink/
http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/category/best-of/nightlife-music/
http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/category/best-of/family-pets/
http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/category/travel/
http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/about-us/
http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/about-us/advertising-basics/
http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/about-us/business-development/
http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/about-us/contact-us/
http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/about-us/mobile/
http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/about-us/connect-with-us/
http://losangeles.cbslocal.com
https://vip.wordpress.com/
http://policies.cbslocal.com/privacy/current.html
http://policies.cbslocal.com/privacy/current.html#cali-visitors
http://policies.cbslocal.com/terms-of-use/
http://policies.cbslocal.com/mobile-app-agreement/
http://policies.cbslocal.com/privacy/current.html#onlinead
http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/eeo-reports/
http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/station/cbs-kcal/
http://offers.cbslocal.com/los-angeles
https://stations.fcc.gov/station-profile/kcal-tv
https://stations.fcc.gov/station-profile/kcbs-tv

	2 UCLA Professors Believe ‘The Devil’s Staircase’ Could Explain Serial Killers’ Behavior

